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It is at present unnecessary, because the clause which is
proposed cannot be denied to be equally proper, whether
the act of settlement has been hitherto observed or vio-
lated ; for the violation of it ought to engage us in some
measures that may secure us for the future from the like
injury; arid the observation of it is a manifest proof how
much it is approved by all parties, since, in so many devia-
tions from this settlement, and aq inconstancy of conduct
of which an example is scarcely to be found, this law has
been esteemed sacred, the bulwark of our rights, and the
boundary which the sovereign power has not dared to
overleap.

As his majesty, sir, has, in a very solemn manner, called
upon us for our advice and assistance, what can be more
proper than to lay before him our opinion on this important
question? War is, next to slavery, one of the greatest
calamities; and an unnecessary war, therefore, the greatest
errour of government, an errour which cannot be too cau-
tiously obviated, or too speedily reformed.

If we consider, sir, the present state of the continent,
there is nothing more probable than that the subjects of the
elector of Hanover may solicit the assistance of the em-
perour of Britain, and, therefore, it is necessary to inform
them, that their solicitations will be vain. If we inquire
into the suspicions of our fellow-subjects, we shall find
them generally disturbed with fears that they shall be
sacrificed to the security of foreign dominions, and, there-
fore, it is necessary to recall their affection to his majesty
where it is impaired, and confirm their confidence where it
has been hitherto preserved, by showing, in the most pub-
lick manner, how vainly they have been disquieted, and
how grossly they have been mistaken.

It is certainly our duty, sir, to give such advice as may
most truly inform his majesty of the sentiments of his
people, and most effectually establish in the people an
adherence to his majesty; as it is certain that no advice
will be seconded by greater numbers than that which is
proposed, nor can his majesty, by any act of goodness, so
much endear his government, as by a ready promise io